
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Institution of the Catechist Update:  

 

As you may remember, on May 10, 2021 Pope Francis 

released his motu proprio Antiquum Ministerium (Ancient 

Ministry) which instituted the ministry of Catechist,  It 

reminded clergy and the faithful of the vital role the 

catechist has played in transmitting the Catholic faith 

throughout history.   

 

On Monday, December 13, 2021 the Congregation for 

Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 

published the Rite of Institution and a letter to the presidents of the Episcopal Conferences by 

Archbishop Arthur Roche, Prefect for the Congregation of Divine Worship. 

 

The links to these two resources and one for the National Catholic Register article can be found 

below.  These resources will help you see how the Institution of the Catechist is taking 

shape.  The next step is for the USCCB to work on clarifying the description, the role, and 

formation frameworks for local bishops to consider.  Once this work is complete we will begin 

conversations on how this is implemented in the Church of southwest Iowa.  The Diocese is not 

at this time receiving petitions or requests for institution.  Father Trevor Chicoine and I will keep 

you informed along the way. 

 

Link to the Rite (you will want to select translation to English from Latin) 

Letter from Archbishop Roche 

NCR Article on Guidelines for Catechist Ministry 

   

Local Resourcing for parish communities: 

 

Our Chrismas Resources were loaded on the Diocesan website and are 

getting noticed already thanks to your sharing the link to families in your 

faith comunity.  The vanity URL for Living Christmas to share with families 

is www.dmdiocese.org/Christmas2021.  As we get closer to Christmas, your 

PCL Connect E-Newsletter 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
December 15, 2021 Edition 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2021/12/13/0845/01772.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2021/12/13/211213f.html
https://www.ncregister.com/cna/vatican-liturgy-office-issues-guidelines-for-catechist-ministry
http://www.dmdiocese.org/Christmas2021


families can also go to the front page of the Diocese of Des Moines website and click on the 

banner link to access Living Christmas 2021.   

 

Resources that are found include: 

 Making Jesus Part of Your Christmas – a single page of practical ideas to make Jesus 

central in your Christmas Eve and Christmas Day celebrations. 

 Living the Christmas Season: December 25-January 9 - A 3-page guide with family-

friendly ideas for how to celebrate the Christmas season with intentionality, highlighting 

the various feast days from the Christmas Octave to the Baptism of the Lord. 

 Celebrando Navidad - Un recurso lleno de ideas para enriquecer esta temporada 

Navideña 

 Christmas Family Movie Nights - A list of some favorite Christmas movies along with 

some questions to get your family discussing the film afterwards. 

 Making Room for Jesus - A tri-fold brochure of family prayers for all your Christmas 

traditions.  Before you put up the tree or bake those cookies, pause to invite Jesus into 

your family fun.  Print extras to share with friends! 

 

Resources from Patty Origer for Persons with Disability and Caregivers: 

 

Here are a couple of music videos of ASL interpreting, 

beautiful hymns to visually pray with ASL interpretation: 

How Great is Our God and Silent Night 

 

And don’t forget to share the resource Happy Kids for 

Christmas of tips to help parents and caregivers some ways 

to maintain the joy of the season.  

 

If you have questions or need additional resources about 

Persons with Disability Ministry, please don't hesitate to be in contact with Patty Origer, 

Coordinator of Persons with Disability Ministry.    

 

Local Formation Opportunities for Leaders: 

 

January 20, 2022 – CLADD/PCL (West and East) Workshop 

– Transformation through Storytelling with Denise Utter – 

10:00 am to 2:30 pm at St. John parish in Adel: 

 

Join us on Thursday, January 20 at St. John parish in Adel when 

we welcome Denise Utter to our Diocese. 

 

Alice Camille said, “Next to actually living, telling stories is 

probably our most important activity…stories tell us who we are 

and why we are.”  By sharing stories, we connect with each 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mRUScKpYOY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SxrGYF4JaQ
https://www.dmdiocese.org/filesimages/Disability%20Ministry/awareness/Inclusion%20Tip%20Fact%20Sheets/INCLUSION%20-Happy%20Kids%20for%20Christmas%20%201213%20English-Readable.pdf
https://www.dmdiocese.org/filesimages/Disability%20Ministry/awareness/Inclusion%20Tip%20Fact%20Sheets/INCLUSION%20-Happy%20Kids%20for%20Christmas%20%201213%20English-Readable.pdf
mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org


other; we learn about God, people, family, about love, and about life. 

Stories have helped us pass on our Catholic faith from generation to 

generation. They help families live into and live out our faith. 

  

This interactive workshop will focus on the skills of storytelling, and of 

story-listening. Stories are powerful tools of transformation.  Discover 

models and methods parishes are using to engage their parishioners 

(from ages 1 to 101) in the sharing of stories; from story-time, to parent 

small groups, listening sessions, Lenten journals, podcasts, playlists, and 

more! If you are a leader who wants to see hearts transformed, you do not want to miss this one. 

You’ll leave ready with at least one way you can begin to build a community of storytelling. 

 

Denise Utter is a speaker, coach, and writer.  She loves working with Church leaders, and their 

teams, exploring new possibilities in faith formation and parish engagement.  Her experience at 

both parish and diocesan levels shapes her work as a coach/consultant and master teacher at 

Vibrant Faith, where for the last few years she has focused on the theme of calling, the call of 

parenthood, faith formation for a new generation, and methods of becoming a storytelling 

community.  

 

Hospitality and check-in begins at 9:30 am.  A light breakfast and lunch is provided by the 

Diocese of Des Moines.  Feel free to bring others from your parish team if available.  There is no 

fee charged for this workshop.  Please RSVP to Sherri Simmer by Monday, January 17 at noon 

for food and resource count purposes.  A Zoom option will be available but in-person is 

preferred.  Please let Sherri know if you will be joining us by ZOOM.   

 

February 3 and 4, 2022 – The Art of Sacred Listening with Ignatian Retreat Facilitator 

Becky Eldredge – Pastoral Center in Des Moines (601 Grand Avenue) 

 

Intentionally take time to accept Jesus’ invitation to join Him and your 

colleagues at this year’s CLADD/PCL retreat titled The Art of Sacred 

Listening.  The flyer is attached with more information including the 

hotel block we have on reserve at The Hotel Savery.   

 

This year’s retreat highlights the listening for God across stages, ages, 

and circumstances.  It will be grounded in discernment wisdom and the 

ways we are invited to listen for God in our lives.  The conferences 

Becky will provide includes: 

 The Tools of Sacred Listening 

 Listening for Mercy, Healing, and Freedom 

 Tuning our Ears to Jesus 

 Listening for Joy, Hope, and Mission 

 

The retreat begins at 1:00 pm on February 3 and will end by 3:00 pm on February 4.  The cost 

for the retreat is $85.00 which covers the catered meals and snacks.  The retreat also offers 

opportunity for Mass, private prayer, and discussion.  The Diocese of Des Moines is covering 

Becky’s fees including her transportation and accommodations while in Des Moines.   

mailto:ssimmer@dmdiocese.org


 

The room block includes rooms with a king size bed as well as ones with two queen sized beds 

in case you would like to share the cost of an overnight room with a colleague.  Please reserve 

your room by January 14 to receive this special rate.   

 

Since we are downtown, the Diocese of Des Moines will cover parking fees for you.  We have 

arranged parking at no cost for you at The Brown Garage located at 401 Grand Avenue (two 

blocks from the Pastoral Center).  The Brown Garage does require that you leave your keys.  If 

you are uncomfortable with leaving your keys you are welcome to park in one of the local 

garages and the Diocese will reimburse you for the cost of parking.  Please keep your receipts.   

 

Shuttle Services to and from the hotel as well as to and from the Brown Garage are 

available upon request.   

 

Please return your registration on the bottom of the flyer to Sherri Simmer as soon as possible.  

You will not want to miss this outstanding retreat opportunity.  If there is someone on your team 

you would like to invest in for future leadership, invite this person to the retreat.  Limited 

scholarships are available.  Please contact John Gaffney if you would like more information on 

acquiring a scholarship.   

 

December Important Dates: 

 December 17 – Pope Francis’ Birthday 

 December 17 – Saint Hildegard of Bingen 

 December 24 – Christmas at Greccio (Blessing of a Nativity Scene)  

 December 25 – Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

 December 26 – Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

 December 26 – Saint Stephen 

 December 27 – Saint John the Evangelist 

 December 28 – The Holy Innocents 

 December 31 – New Year’s Eve (Prayer for the New Year) 

 November 30 – Saint Andrew 

 

 

 

mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-hildegard-of-bingen
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/christmas-at-greccio
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-the-family-creche/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-stephen
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-john-the-evangelist
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/holy-innocents
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-the-new-year/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-andrew

